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(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To simply and surely transfer a metal strip to 
a by-path by cutting the strip passing in a line at the 
inlet and outlet sides of a specific treatment device 
and welding to connect ends of the strip to the front 
and rear ends of a dummy metal strip previously prepared 
in the by-path fine. 

CONSTITUTION: (n the case that a metal strip 1 being 
carried in a fine consisting of many treatment devices 
is by-passed a specific treatment device including an 
annealing furnace 6 provided with a cooling device 7, 
the strip 1 is cut at the Intel and outlet sides of the 
furnace 6 by shearing machines 4a, 4b. The cut strip 1 
is left in the furnace 6 with the strip 1 having no 
tension and both ends of the strip 1 are moved up by 
holding and moving devices 14, 15. Then, both ends of a 
dummy metal strip 1a previously prepared in a by-path 
line consisting of a roll group 16 are moved up by 
holding and moving devices 12, 13. Then, both the ends 
of the dummy strip 1a and both the cut ends of the strip 
1 in the line are welded and connected by welding 
machines 5a, 5b. Thus, the strip 1 is transferred in the 



by-path line and the residual metal strip in the furnace 
6 is prevented from breaking. 
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